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Our parents are the tools God chose to bring us into existence.  Our mothers are the ones 

God chose to carry the load.  They carried us for 9 months.  We arrived naked and helpless.  

Now, if we live long enough, there’s a good chance we’ll leave naked and helpless …but 

not without hope.  Mothers and life are a lesson in humility; the humility that Jesus tells us today 

is our ticket to a heavenly banquet. 

The definition of “humility” referenced in our readings is putting the needs of others before 

our own… not because it’s a way to advance ourselves, but because humility enables us to point 

ourselves and others to God. 

There’s no greater completely human example of humility than our Blessed Mother. Her 

humility wasn’t a matter of weakness, but a strong determination to let God work in and through her.  

Mary was humble because she knew that God wanted to do “great things” in her-- not by 

her own power-- but by the working of God’s power; not by her wisdom-- but according to the 

wisdom of God’s plans and purposes.   She obviously knew and understood the passage we heard 

from Sirach: “The mind of a sage appreciates proverbs and an attentive ear is the joy of the wise.”  

Translation:  Listening to God, not telling Him what He should do…is the essence of humility. 

Genuine humility recognizes that all of our talents, virtues and gifts come from God.  It 

allows the Lord to strip away any sense that we’re the authors of our lives.  It allows the Lord to 

empty us of self-determination so that we can live in obedience to His will and His commands. 

And the more we are emptied of self-love, the more we can let Jesus’ light shine through us. 

Mary was obviously a great role model for her Son.  We know this from St. Paul’s 

description of Jesus to the Philippians:   

“Though He was in the form of God, Jesus didn’t deem equality with God something to be 

grasped.  Rather, He EMPTIED himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness; and 

found human in appearance, he HUMBLED himself, becoming OBEDIENT unto death, even 

death on a cross.   

Because of this, God highly exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above 

every name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee should bend, of those in heaven and on earth and 

under the earth, and every tongue proclaim to the glory of God the Father that JESUS CHRIST IS LORD.” 

Jesus walked his mom’s walk, the same walk He calls us to walk in today’s Gospel… and 

just as His Father exalted Him, so too will we be exalted…called to the front of the banquet hall. 



In a world where we’re bombarded with “get ahead” philosophies and get-rich quick 

strategies because being first is what it’s all about… it’s difficult to find humble public role 

models, but they’re out there.  The Church has two millennia of them.  They’re called saints. 

When I hear Sirach tell us “Humble yourself the more the greater you are, and you will find 

favor with God,” I can’t help but think of Pirates star Roberto Clemente, who was unpopular for 

promoting Latino civil rights in the U. S., yet did it anyway, then died living his Catholic faith 

when his plane crashed while he was taking relief supplies to earthquake victims in Nicaragua. 

When Sirach speaks of “water quenching a flaming fire, and alms atoning for sins,” I can’t 

help but think of Blessed Mother Teresa who left a comfortable convent in India in order to live 

with the poorest of the poor on the streets of Calcutta, taking care of sick and dying, people with 

whom no one else wanted to bother, the very people Jesus tells us are invited to the banquet. 

And how about every parent who chooses to accept children, especially special needs 

children, lovingly from God…who humble themselves in the service of their children?   Parents 

who know that the most important job in the world isn’t the one that carries a high salary and 

country club membership, but rather the responsibility for teaching the Faith, wiping noses, 

changing diapers, and meeting a child’s every need for years, all because those children are invited 

to the banquet as well. 

In his book, Rediscovering Catholicism, Matthew Kelly tells us: “it is true that Jesus came 

to comfort the afflicted, but as [Co-founder of the Catholic Worker Movement] Dorothy Day 

pointed out, He also came to afflict the comfortable.”  Day is not only referring to those at the 

front of the banquet who may be asked to move to the back, but even those who choose not to 

accept the banquet invitation in the first place. 

Humility is about sacrifice.  Sacrifice is about love--and love is a choice--not an imposition 

…that requires discipline, obedience and wisdom.  Today, Jesus reminds us that all are invited to 

two banquets, Mass and the eternal banquet…and He’s present at each of them. 

I don’t know about you, but I won’t leave the Mass for the banquet up the street that has 

cookies, coffee, movies and a lounge band…because we have the guest of honor.   

I don’t know about you, but I won’t leave the Catholic Church because it calls me to take 

responsibility for my sins.  While Jesus died for them, now in humility, it’s my turn to ask His 

forgiveness and live humbly to bring myself and others to Him, His Church and His mercy.   

And finally, I don’t know about you, but for Jesus, His mother, my parents, and all who 

served as humble role models by living today’s Gospel, I choose the lowest place in heaven over 

the highest place on earth…because I want a place at that table.  What about you? 


