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Hello.  For those of you who don’t know me, I’m Deacon Jack Miller. Like Fr. 

Jack Brennan, our celebrant, I’m one of Katey’s cousins.  Contrary to what you 

might think, we’re not here just because we’re relatives.  After all, even poker 

players know that you can’t open anything with less than a pair of Jacks.   

All kidding aside, on behalf of Fr. Jack, myself and Fr. Leo, pastor of Little 

Flower Parish, thank you for allowing us all to be a part of the liturgy that will result 

in you stating your intentions to become husband and wife in the presence of God. 

I never knew how much you could uncover at a rehearsal dinner.  Since I 

promised Mimi last night to leave out the more colorful details of the attendees 

relationships, I will only reference two things that I learned:  four Stavrouses claim 

credit for bringing this couple together, and Katey and Andy are blessed to have a 

varied assortment of good friends, and now an equally impressive extended family. 

But you can learn even more about Katey and Andy by the scripture 

readings they chose for today…readings that help to define love.   

Let me summarize those readings for you.  Love is a contradiction.  It’s not 

about me; it’s about you.  It isn’t about the easy times; it’s about the difficult times.  

It’s not about shirking responsibility; it’s about commitment. 

For God and His Church, matrimony is a covenantal commitment between a 

man and a woman.  Our culture treats marriage like a contract, a contract that can 

be broken if a marriage doesn’t turn out to be what either party expected--you 

know-- nobody’s fault…so just part ways and hope for better luck next time.  

In a matrimonial covenant, a man and a woman pledge, in the presence of 

God, to remain together in good times and bad, in sickness and health, until death 

do they part.   

A covenantal relationship is about commitment, sacrifice and God…at least 

if you want your marriage to work…if you want it to bring you true happiness.   

That is not an unsubstantiated claim.   



 

National surveys on marriage are quick to point out that 51percent of all first 

U.S. marriages fail…as if the number of failures justifies those failures.   

What those surveys won’t tell you is that only two percent of marriages fail 

where couples are married in a church and attend church together regularly… and 

only one in 300 fail where couples are married in a church and attend church and 

pray together regularly. 

Katey and Andy, contrary to what you may think, God, not the Stavrouses, 

brought you together.  Since you’ve met, you’ve learned a lot about each other, 

reflected on your compatibility and answered difficult questions before coming here.  

Questions like: Can a Steelers fan love a Browns fan?  Can a non-Catholic 

love a Catholic?  Can you enrich each other so that you not only spend a lifetime 

together but an eternity together?  And will this marriage be worth the effort? 

Look to your parents for the answer to the last question.  There you’ll find 

two couples who each invested 45 years in their marriage.  They cried when you 

were sick; sacrificed when you were in need and wiped your nose AND your bum.  

They loved you when you gave them every reason not to, ESPECIALLY then.   

During those years, they respected each other even when they disagreed, 

and shared great joys like bringing each of you into this world. 

That kind of sacrificial love reminds us of a God who loved us so 

unconditionally that He gave His only begotten Son to save us.  This is the love 

that our first reading tells us “deep waters cannot quench nor floods sweep away.” 

It is the love that St. Paul tells us is “patient and kind, not jealous or 

pompous.  It bears all things, believes all things, endures all things and most 

important, it is a love that never fails.” 

Ask your parents if covenantal love is easy.  If they’re honest, they’ll tell you 

no.   Ask them if it is worth it, I believe they’ll say YES.  Especially today as they 

witness YOU embarking on THEIR journey.  What a tribute to them and to God.  

Like them, the two of you will soon become one; and like them, the two of you will 

agree to accept children lovingly from God. 



 

 

 

How important is covenantal marriage?  Just consider our Gospel reading.  

Jesus’ first public miracle was at the wedding feast in Cana.  He changed water 

into wine, not because he wanted to, but out of love for his mother and to prevent 

the embarrassment of His friends.  He wasn’t ready to begin his public ministry, 

but He did so out of a love nurtured in a holy family anchored by a covenantal 

relationship between a husband and wife and their God. 

Katey, Andy, in a few moments, you will make matrimony your vocation, not 

your lifestyle.   You will choose life together in a way that makes death your only 

exit strategy.  The risks are great, but the rewards are even greater. 

Take it from a man who has been married nearly 39 years to a woman he 

doesn’t deserve, yet who loves him in spite of himself.  What makes a marriage 

strong isn’t how you handle the easy times.   Anybody can do that.  It’s how you 

handle the mistakes, the misunderstandings; the occasional selfishness.   

What makes a marriage work is making Christ the center of your life, 

then living your life as Christ lived His.   

So love each other as Christ loves us and HIS spouse, the Church.  And if 

you ever doubt St. Paul’s promise that love never fails…just look to the Cross. 

 

Let us pray.   Father of our freedom and salvation, hear the prayers of 

Katey and Andy as they begin their journey as husband and wife.  Grant them 

peace through good times and bad.  THROUGH you, may they have life; WITH 

you may they have eternal joy.   

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever. 


