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How fitting that today’s gospel is about independence.  It’s about a group of people who 

loved a paralyzed man so much that they carried him to Jesus in the hope that Jesus would heal 

him.  There were no guarantees that their trip would result in anything, they just trusted in who 

they believed Jesus to be and what He represented.  They took a risk…and in recognizing this 

expression of love and faith, Jesus went beyond what they asked…by healing both the soul and 

body of their friend.    

Jesus healed the paralytic’s soul by forgiving his sins; He healed his body to show doubters 

that He had heavenly authority to forgive those sins.  The paralytic became independent, not when 

he walked, but when his sins were forgiven.  It was about his soul, not his body…heaven, not earth. 

It was the friends’ love of the paralytic and their courage to trust in Jesus that moved Jesus to 

give that paralytic true independence.  The lesson: It’s our allegiance to the King of the World that 

makes us citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven and isn’t that the only kingdom that really matters? 

Today, our earthly kingdom celebrates a crucial moment in its history - the signing of the 

Declaration of Independence.   And as we look back at that event and celebrate with family, hot 

dogs, apple pie and fireworks, we need to realize that it was a fateful and very dangerous decision 

for each person who dared to sign that Declaration.  

As John Adams signed it he said, “Whether we live or die, sink or swim, succeed or fail, I 

stand behind this Declaration of Independence. And if God wills it, I am ready to die in order that 

this country might experience freedom.”  And Benjamin Franklin said: “We must all hang together 

or most assuredly we will all hang separately.” 

It was that kind of patriotism which led men, armed with little more than hunting rifles, to 

engage in battle with the most powerful nation in history.  But why?  Were things really that bad? 

I believe that history will support the position that our forefathers pursued independence 

because they believed that it was more important to be obedient to the King of the World than the 

King of England.   In fact, in declaring their independence from England, our forefathers were 

actually making an equally strong “Declaration of Dependence” upon Almighty God.  

 

 



 

Says who?  Says the second paragraph of our Declaration of Independence which begins: 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by 

their Creator [not by the king of England] with certain unalienable rights, that among these are 

life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.” 

Says who else?  Says the closing words of our Declaration of Independence, which solemnly 

states: “And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of Divine 

Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes & our sacred honor.”  

Just as with Abraham when God called him to sacrifice his son, exercising faith and trusting 

God comes at a cost.  Many of our forefathers paid a terrible price in the Revolutionary War, but 

they didn’t pay it to gain money, land or titles.  They paid it because they felt called to create a place 

where people could live their faith…where civil law could be a reflection of God’s law, and where 

right made might, not the other way around.    

So committed were they to that principle that after they earned our independence, the first 

amendment they added to their new constitution guaranteed religious freedom to anyone and 

everyone, regardless of what religion a person professed. In their vision for our country, God came 

first.  Now that’s something worth dying for…and many did and some still are.   

So today, as we enjoy our families, hot dogs, apple pies and fireworks, take a moment to 

remember all who sacrificed so much to build this country on faith-based ideals…to give our country 

a soul.   

Let us never forget that 11 score and 17 years ago, our Declaration of Independence began 

with a Declaration of Dependence…on God  and that being one nation UNDER GOD was what really 

made our revolution revolutionary. 

So this morning, in appreciation for this land so fair, let us reflect on this solemn prayer:  

God bless America, land that we love. Stand beside her, and guide her through the night 

with that Light from above. From the mountains, to the prairies, to the oceans, white with foam, 

God bless America, our home sweet home. 


