
WHY GOOD FRIDAY? 
 

[Good Friday Homily by Deacon Jack Miller, 4/18/2014, adapted from a homily by St. John Chrysostom 
from coemeterio et de cruce, 2; PG 49, 396 and found in the Liturgy of the Hours, Volume 4, Page 1660] 

 

Before today, death was our future.   Because of today, death is our past.  Today Jesus chose to 

suffer for us to forever unite US with him through our suffering.    Perhaps St. John Chrysostom preached 

the greatest explanation of Good Friday.   

He said that what’s almost as remarkable as WHAT Jesus accomplished through His death… is HOW 

He accomplished it; how He raised us up…using the same means the devil used to bring us down.   

The symbols of our fall were a virgin, a tree and death.    

The virgin was Eve (for she had not yet known man); the tree was the tree of knowledge; and 

death was the penalty Adam paid for disobeying God.  Yet these three elements of our destruction 

became the means to our victory. 

Instead of Eve, there was Mary; instead of the tree of knowledge, the wood of the Cross; 

instead of Adam’s death for disobeying the Father, Christ’s death in obedience to the Father.   

By a tree the devil defeated Adam, and by a tree Christ defeated the devil.   

The first tree gave us death; the second tree not only called back all who WERE dead, but all 

who WOULD die.   

The first death condemned those born after it, but the second death raised-up even those who 

were born before it.  All this was the glorious result of the Cross.   

It is OUR victory over sin, yet achieved without any effort on OUR part.  We weren’t scourged; 

we weren’t spat upon; we weren’t forced to wear a crown of thorns and we weren’t crucified.  We the 

guilty are saved because Jesus the innocent CHOSE that His Father’s will be done rather than have this 

cup taken from Him…and because of this…by HIS holy Cross He redeemed the world.   

It is for that reason that the Cross is OUR trophy raised against evil, OUR sword against sin, and 

the sword Christ used to pierce the serpent.    

The Cross is the Father’s will, the glory of the Only Begotten, the joy of the Spirit, the pride of 

the angels, the guarantee of the Church, Paul’s boast [We preach Christ Crucified!], the bulwark of the 

saints, and the light of the entire world.   

Today, Jesus gives us everything.   Today begs the question: What will I give Him?  Thanking 

Him is a good start.  Following Him is the best ending. 


