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I find it interesting that Jessica and Adam met in Cologne Germany in 2005 

while searching for a German shepherd.  You’ll be pleased to know they found him.   

It was Pope Benedict presiding at his first World Youth Day.   

Ah, God’s sense of humor.  Two people who live a few miles apart encountering 

each other for the first time at a place 4,015.7 miles away.  I guess every journey has 

to have a starting point and a final destination.  But today is not a destination. 

Today we gather in this church to celebrate the beginning of another journey.  

Jessica and Adam have chosen to make…a covenantal promise to become one…to 

accept children lovingly from God…and to grow old together.  They are two people 

uniting for a journey to the same destination: heaven. 

Each of us is also on that journey.  It began when our parents agreed to accept 

children lovingly from God.  Our conception happened with a God-intended purpose.   

Not for some job or career… but for a vocation…or, as Winston Churchill liked to say: 

we only make a living by what we get; we make a life by what we give. 

Jessica and Adam, I’d like to share a few things I’ve learned in my life that 

you might find helpful to remember on your journey:   

1) Happiness eludes those who fail to find God’s purpose for them; 
2) We only have a limited amount of time to discover that purpose;  
3) Where you spend your time is where your love is; 
4) We will either spend eternity IN God’s presence, or AWAY from it; and  
5) It’s OUR choice where we’ll spend eternity.  

 

Now, through prayer and reflection, you’ve concluded that God has called you 

to become one… to grow together in holiness…to live your faith, and in doing so 

bring others to it.  He hasn’t promised you big money, good health, a house, a great 

job or an easy road…but He has promised to be with you on the journey, and to love 

you every step of the way.   

As people of faith, you know that…and you trust Him…which is also why 

you’ve chosen to declare your intentions to become ONE before Him in this church 

in the holy Sacrament of Matrimony.   

 

 



 

The season chosen for this Mass and the readings selected for this liturgy 

speak to your respect for this sacrament.  The season celebrates what family 

is…from Jesus’ birth, to the design of His Holy Family to Mary’s role as Mother of 

God.   And few journeys were ever more important than the one we celebrate 

tomorrow: the Magi traveling to pay tribute to the savior of us all.  But it’s those 

readings that you chose…they couldn’t be more perfect for this occasion. 

[REFERENCE READINGS AND THEMES] 

 

TOBIT 8:4-8 [Prayer, communion with the Lord, children and grow old together] 

When Sarah’s parents left the bedroom and closed the door behind them, Tobiah rose from bed 

and said to his wife, “My sister, come, let us pray and beg our Lord to grant us mercy and 

protection.”  She got up, and they started to pray and beg that they might be protected. He began 

with these words: “Blessed are you, O God of our ancestors; blessed be your name forever and 

ever!  Let the heavens and all your creation bless you forever.  You made Adam, and you made 

his wife Eve to be his helper and support; and from these two the human race has come.  You 

said, ‘It is not good for the man to be alone; let us make him a helper like himself.’ Now, not with 

lust, but with fidelity I take this kinswoman as my wife.  Send down your mercy on me and on 

her, and grant that we may grow old together.  Bless us with children.”  They said together, 

“Amen, amen!”  

ROMANS 8:31-35, 37-39 [Trust in God, Love of God, Overcome obstacles in God] 

What then shall we say to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? He who did not spare his 

own Son but handed him over for us all, how will he not also give us everything else along with 

him?  Who will bring a charge against God’s chosen ones? It is God who acquits us.   Who will 

condemn? It is Christ [Jesus] who died, rather, was raised, who also is at the right hand of God, 

who indeed intercedes for us.   What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or 

distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword?   

No, in all these things we conquer overwhelmingly through him who loved us.   For I am 

convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future 

things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to separate us from 

the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

JOHN 15:9-12   [Purpose is to love God as He loves us:  recipe for complete JOY!] 
 

As the Father loves me, so I also love you. Remain in my love.  If you keep my commandments, 

you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father's commandments and remain in his love.  

"I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete.  This is my 

commandment: love one another as I love you. 

 



 
 

Because we celebrate your marriage today, January 4 will always be a 

special day for you…but it should also be special for another reason: it’s the 

feast day of Elizabeth Ann Bayley…a woman who was born into great wealth 

in 1774 and baptized into the Episcopal faith…a woman who in 1794, married 

and went on to have five children.  But HER journey didn’t end there.    

After her husband’s death, Elizabeth Ann became acquainted with the 

Catholic Church.  In 1805 she made her Catholic profession of faith.  From 

there she went on to establish a religious community in Emmetsburg, MD, not 

too far from where we are right now.  So what does this have to do with us?    

Well, it was that very Elizabeth Ann Seton who founded and developed 

the Catholic school system that played a role in Jessica and Adam’s early 

education and faith formation.  In her writings to her Sisters of Charity, one 

message also speaks to Jessica and Adam: 
 

 We know certainly that God calls us to a holy life, that he gives 

us every grace, every abundant grace; and though we are weak of 

ourselves, this grace is able to carry us through every obstacle and 

difficulty.  Be above the vain fears of nature and efforts of your enemy.  

You are children of eternity.  Your immortal crown awaits you and the 

best of Fathers waits to reward your duty and love.   
 

 

Jessica and Adam, always remember that wherever your journey 

together takes you, with Jesus as your guide, you’ll reach the dwelling place 

that the Father has prepared for you.   

So trust God.  Love each other.  Know your faith and live it…so that the 

journey that began with a German shepherd will ultimately take you both to the 

Good Shepherd. 

 


