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Once upon a time, there was a little girl.  Her father was a pious Catholic who did all he 

could to teach her the faith.  He took her to Mass, sent her to Catholic school, and enrolled her in 

the parish youth group.   

Just before she graduated from college, she informed him that she had applied to the Peace 

Corps.  She hoped to go to Africa to help HIV-aids victims.   

But instead of encouraging his daughter, the father began a prayer vigil:  “Lord, please 

don’t let her go.  Christians are being killed in that part of the world and she would be an obvious 

target.”   He continued that prayer until one day, he noticed his daughter crying.   

She was distraught, he learned, because the Peace Corps had rejected her application.  

Now, she wouldn’t be able to pursue the vocation she believed God had chosen for her.   

For a moment, her father was relieved…until he learned that the answer to his prayer was 

the result of a potentially life-threatening health condition uncovered during his daughter’s 

mandated Peace Corps physical exam.   

Now let’s compare that story with our Gospel reading.  On His journey to Jerusalem [the 

Cross], Jesus is traveling through Samaria and Galilee…teaching, praying and proclaiming the 

Good News of salvation.  Even without leprosy, Samaritans were considered unclean by the Jews 

because they intermarried with pagans; the Galileans, on the other hand, knew Jesus best. 

  We learn that, FROM A DISTANCE, ten lepers meet Jesus and COLLECTIVELY cry 

out to Him seeking mercy.  AND WHEN HE SEES THEM, [not after he finds out who they are, 

not after he asks where they’re from, not after he learns if they’ll help pay for food for He and His 

disciples on their journey] he tells them to go on a journey of their own. 

What happens on that journey?  10 are cleansed; but only one realizes that he has also been 

healed!  Only one gets to the right destination.  You see, Jesus’ answer to their prayer was more 

than they expected.   Yes, He cleansed their bodies; but he also healed their souls.   

The Samaritan got it!  He no longer had to relate to Jesus from a distance.  He was now at 

Jesus’ feet thanking Jesus for uniting him with the Father.  He realized that God alone is enough.  

 Jesus makes a point of using the Samaritan to teach the crowd that Jesus isn’t here to give 

us what we want, He’s here to give us what we need.  And He’s here to offer it to everyone.  We 

just have to accept the grace He gives us to accept the gift of faith He offers us. 



In both stories, prayers were answered; but out of 11 people, only one got the message.  

Nine lepers settled for a cure instead of a healing.   One father missed the fact that God’s answer 

to his prayer wasn’t to keep his child from going to the Peace Corps; it was to diagnose a life-

threatening health condition that saved his child’s life. 

This week, our readings have focused on faith and prayer, just as Jesus did in His ministry.   

Last Sunday (Lk 17.5:10) Jesus’ disciples noticed His intense prayer and asked Him to “Increase our 

Faith.”  Then on Wednesday (Lk 11:1-4) they asked Him: “Lord Teach us to pray...” and Jesus gave 

them and us the “Our Father.”  Then on Thursday (Lk 11:5-13), Jesus tells us: “Ask and you will 

receive,” or to put it another way: Pray…the Father is listening.  And today (Lk 17:11-19), Jesus answers 

the prayer:  “Jesus, Master Have Pity on us.”  Let me now share with you now the power of prayer and 

how it relates to the feast we celebrate today: 
 

Once upon a time there was little girl named Teresa.  She was a handful.  At age five, she 

ran away from home.  As she got older, she liked to read romance novels and stir up trouble.  As a 

teenager, she only cared about boys, clothes, flirting and rebelling.  

When she was 16, her father decided she was out of control and sent her to a convent 

school.  Eventually, she came to love the convent and became a nun, devoting her life to 

developing her prayer-life and leading others to Jesus through her poetry, books, and example.   

An admirer of St. Francis of Assisi, she often said:  “Prayer is an act of love, words are not 

needed.   Even if sickness distracts from thoughts, all that is needed is the will to love.  The more 

I feel the love of God, the harder it is to offend Him.”  

For her, prayer wasn’t a response to a fear of punishment, but an opportunity to journey to 

communion with Jesus: "The memory of a favor God has granted does more to bring a person 

back to God than all the infernal punishments imaginable, "she would say. 

Teresa went on to become a poet and write numerous books on prayer and her relationship 

with the Lord.  Perhaps her greatest work was, Interior Castle/The Mansions, which involved 

describing the various stages of spiritual evolution leading to full prayer.   She would have 

celebrated her 498
th

 birthday nine days ago. 

In 1622 she was canonized a saint and she is one of only three women to be declared a 

Doctor of the Church.  Her feast day is this Tuesday and our parish is named in her honor.  I leave 

you with the following poem from St. Teresa of Avila, which is what that Samaritan came to 

know, and which captures the essence of our faith and should be the center of our prayer: 

 

Let nothing upset you, let nothing startle you.  All things pass; God does not change. 

Patience wins all it seeks. Whoever has God lacks nothing: 

God alone is enough. 
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