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Our readings today both reference inheritance.  We are reminded that as children of God we have His 

unconditional love no matter what.  He picked us and Jesus did the hard part.  We just need to follow Him.  Ten days 

ago, the Holy Father referenced this issue when he told visiting U.S bishops from Eastern Rite Churches: 

“With the progressive weakening of traditional Christian values, and the threat of a season in which our 

fidelity to the Gospel may cost us dearly, the truth of Christ needs not only to be understood, articulated and 

defended, but to be proposed joyfully and confidently as the key to authentic human fulfillment and to the welfare of 

society as a whole.”   

In other words, despite what the secular world might say, Jesus is the answer, not the problem, and we are 

called to follow Him and proclaim His Good News. 

As we learn in the Gospel this morning, following Jesus comes at a cost.   

When Jesus tells a rich man what he must do to inherit eternal life, for that rich man, the price is too high, and 

he walks away sad.   I wonder what price each of us is willing to pay to inherit everlasting life. 

I do know what price many paid to ensure the rights and freedoms that we enjoy today… rights and freedoms 

that our constitution was written to guarantee. 

According to the U.S. Army Military Institute, in this nation’s history, 1,309,000 Americans have lost their 

lives in 35 conflicts defending our freedom. 

All of these people were called to service.  Some volunteered, some were drafted; some went enthusiastically, 

some went reluctantly.  But in the end, they all went.  In the end, they all died in one battle or another.  For what?   

For the soldier (for the most part) it wasn’t about acquiring land or natural resources; it was about assuring 

that we retained our right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.   

It was about assuring that we could continue to freely elect our representatives and openly criticize them 

without fear of being imprisoned or persecuted.    

It was about assuring that we could continue to practice our faith, whatever it may be, and to reaffirm and 

assure the moral values upon which our country was founded.   For them, that was the formula for peace…one nation 

UNDER GOD…with liberty and justice for all.  That was the cause those soldiers died for. 

On this Memorial Day, let us remember THEM for their sacrifice, and JESUS…who also paid the ultimate 

price as the formula for peace and the means by which we can inherit eternal life.  Let us always remember that 

anything of value comes at a cost, especially the right to profess our faith.  

May God give us the courage to live our faith.  May we not be called to defend it.  But if called to defend it, 

may we be willing to pay that ultimate price and gain the peace that comes with inheriting everlasting life. 

Our prayer today is that those who died in the service of their country now live in the peace of Christ, and 

that from this day forward, there will be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 



Monday of the Eighth Week in Ordinary Time Lectionary: 347    Reading 1 1 Pt 1:3-9 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who in his great mercy gave us a new birth to a 

living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, 

and unfading, kept in heaven for you who by the power of God are safeguarded through faith, to a salvation that is 

ready to be revealed in the final time. In this you rejoice, although now for a little while you may have to suffer 

through various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that is perishable even though 

tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. Although you have not 

seen him you love him; even though you do not see him now yet you believe in him, you rejoice with an indescribable 

and glorious joy, as you attain the goal of faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 111:1-2, 5-6, 9 and 10c 

R. (5) The Lord will remember his covenant for ever. or: R. Alleluia. 

I will give thanks to the LORD with all my heart 

in the company and assembly of the just. 

Great are the works of the LORD, 

exquisite in all their delights. 

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever. or: R. Alleluia. 

He has given food to those who fear him; 

he will forever be mindful of his covenant. 

He has made known to his people the power of his works, 

giving them the inheritance of the nations. 

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever. or: R. Alleluia. 

He has sent deliverance to his people; 

he has ratified his covenant forever; 

holy and awesome is his name. 

His praise endures forever. 

R. The Lord will remember his covenant for ever. or: R. Alleluia. 

Gospel Mk 10:17-27 

As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up, knelt down before him, and asked him, "Good teacher, 

what must I do to inherit eternal life?" Jesus answered him, "Why do you call me good? No one is good but God 

alone.  You know the commandments: You shall not kill; you shall not commit adultery; you shall not steal; you shall 

not bear false witness; you shall not defraud; honor your father and your mother." He replied and said to him, 

"Teacher, all of these I have observed from my youth." Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said to him, "You are 

lacking in one thing. Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 

follow me." At that statement, his face fell, and he went away sad, for he had many possessions. Jesus looked around 

and said to his disciples, "How hard it is for those who have wealth to enter the Kingdom of God!" The disciples were 

amazed at his words. So Jesus again said to them in reply, "Children, how hard it is to enter the Kingdom of God! It is 

easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than for one who is rich to enter the Kingdom of God." They 

were exceedingly astonished and said among themselves, "Then who can be saved?"  Jesus looked at them and said, 

"For men it is impossible, but not for God. All things are possible for God." 


