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Today’s readings focus on several major 

topics.  In the first reading, we learn that 

God sees not as man sees…because man 

sees the appearance but the Lord looks into 

the heart. 

In the second reading, St. Paul calls us to 

live as children of light for light produces 

every kind of goodness. [When was the 

last time the news reported something 

good happening at 3 a.m.?] 

The Gospel tied everything together using 

blindness and light as its central theme.  

Did you notice that there were multiple 

references to the man BORN BLIND? 

This was no accident.  In Jesus’ day, the 

Jews believed that any individual’s 

physical hardship or handicap was the 

result of his/her sin or the sin of his/her 

parents.  The man born blind believed this 

too, as did the disciples. It was an assumed 

truth, just like healing that man on the 

Sabbath was a violation of Judaic law. 

The blind man first encounters the person 

Jesus.  Jesus then sends him off to the pool 

of Siloam where his sight is restored.  Of 

course the Pharisees can’t accept this sign 

because it’s performed on a Sabbath. Now 

when asked what he has to say about 

Jesus, the blind man calls him a prophet. 

Well that wasn’t the answer the Pharisees 

wanted to hear, so they call in the blind 

man’s parents who confirm that their son 

was in fact blind from birth, but the parents 

throw the explanation for gaining his sight 

right back to their son. So back comes their 

son whom the Pharisees TELL to give 

praise to God, not to Jesus, because THEY 

know that Jesus is a sinner.   

By this point, the man born blind had had 

enough and tells them that if Jesus were not 

from God, he wouldn’t be able to do anything.  

As a result of his answer, because he had been 

born blind, he is a sinner which means he can’t 

teach them anything, so THE PHARISEES 

THROW HIM OUT. 

JESUS, ON THE OTHER HAND, 
SEEKS HIM OUT.  And when Jesus 

presents himself as the son of Man, the 

former blind man worships Jesus.   

So the man born blind journeyed from 

seeing Jesus as a person to a prophet to 

God…while the Pharisees, who were born 

with 20/20 vision, are and remain totally 

blind. And they don’t realize it, just like we 

can’t see our own blindness sometimes. 

This born blind stuff has even greater 

meaning when we relate it to John 3:1-5 

where Jesus tells Nicodemus that no one 

can see the kingdom of God unless they 

are born again.  In other words, the 

journey is all about conversion and it starts 

with baptism, never ends and is always 

focused on the Light. 

We need light to see…and the Spirit and 

the grace of God to recognize that light. 

We learn today that light is Jesus, the light 

of the world.  He tells us so in the Gospel. 



That’s who we need to follow, not the 613 

mitzvot laws of the Jews...just love God 

with our whole heart mind and soul and 

love our neighbor as we love ourselves.  

While that’s easier said than done, it is the 

key to our salvation…the salvation that is 

the destination of our journey. 

Jesus is all about light!  I can quote you 

hundreds of scripture passages, from let 

there be light, to let your light shine before 

men, to whoever follows me will not walk 

in darkness, but will have the light of life  

to your word is a lamp to my feet, and a 
light to my path. 

But to try and tie this all together, I’m 

going to reference the book On the 

Revolutions of the Heavenly Bodies by 

Nicolaus Copernicus. It was published in 

1543 and for the first time placed the sun 

at the center of our solar system.  But I 

need your help to do this. 

Close your eyes for a moment; imagine 

it’s midnight on a clear dark fall evening. 

You’re on your back looking up at the sky.   

With a show of hands, how many of you 

first saw the moon?  How many of you 

first saw stars?  How many of you first 

saw darkness?  Was there more darkness 

or more light?  Yet you saw the light. 

And none of you saw the sun, yet its light 

was reflected by the moon and its heat was 

keeping you warm and alive.   

Even those small distant stars were visible 

on that dark sky background because light 

always trumps darkness…and in daytime, 

the sun overshadows everything.   

That sun is Christ…and even when we 

can’t see Him, He’s there to keep us warm 

and light our way.   

If Christ is the sun, then who are we?   

We don’t want to be the moon; the moon 

only reflects the light. 

We want to be a star because it generates 

light.  In other words, we want to become 

Christ and be his light wherever we are.  

We don’t just want to do what He does; 

we want to be who He is.  This is the new 

evangelization. 

Even though we sometimes think that the 

world should revolve around us, the truth 

is that heavenly bodies revolve around the 

S-U-N and heavenly souls revolve around 

the S-O-N.  

So, in the tender compassion of our God, 

the dawn from on high shall break upon 

us, to shine on those who dwell in 

darkness and the shadow of death and to 

guide our feet into the way of peace so 

that we each may walk as a child of light.   

 


