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It’s not hard to see who Jesus paints as the villain in today’s Gospel is it?   I have to admit, 

initially, I was pleased that justice was served and the rich man got what he deserved, until I realized 

that I’m more like the rich man than I care to admit, because I, too, sometimes put more value on 

serving myself than on serving others.    

What Jesus teaches the Pharisees and us today is that going to the temple isn’t enough…just 

like coming to Mass every Sunday isn’t enough.  Love requires more.  It requires action and it 

requires sacrifice.  Lack of love is, in fact, a sin of omission. 

Some Christians will tell you that to be saved, all you need is faith…just accept Jesus as your 

personal Lord and savior.  Jesus and his Church teach:   That is just the beginning…and here’s why:    

Nobody had a more personal relationship with God than Adam and Eve, but that didn’t save 

them when they disobeyed God, did it?  As one of the Chosen People, the rich man knew God, and 

obeyed the dietary laws, yet that didn’t save him when he ignored Lazarus, did it? 

Accepting Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior carries with it certain responsibilities, of 

which love is the foundation and generosity the cornerstone.  BUT fulfilling those responsibilities 

can’t earn us a place in heaven.  Only Jesus could do that by atoning for our sins by becoming man, 

suffering, dying and rising from the dead.  Yet NOT fulfilling those responsibilities CAN earn us a 

place outside of heaven, just as it did for the rich man.  In other words, we can’t earn our way into 

heaven by doing good works, but we can earn our way out of heaven by failing to do good works. 

Jesus’ teaching today is reaffirmed in James 2:14-17 where Scripture teaches: “What good is 

it my brothers if someone says he has faith but does not have works?  Can that faith save him?  If a 

brother or sister has nothing to wear and has no food for the day and one of you says to him: “Go in 

peace, keep warm, and eat well,” but you do not give them the necessities of the body, what good 

is it?  So faith, of itself, if it does not have works, is dead.”  

So how do we become alive in our faith?  How do we become A Church Alive?  According to 

author/evangelist Matthew Kelly: “What makes us alive in our faith are: prayer, study, evangelization 

and generosity.  For dynamic Catholics, generosity is not a religious requirement; it’s a way of life, a 

way of bringing the love of God to the world.  We don’t stumble into great things, or even worthy 

things.  They have to be sought out with intentionality.”  



Let me give you a real-life example of what I’m talking about.  I was introduced to Russ in 

2002 by a friend of his who was a donor to the Pittsburgh History & Landmarks Foundation where I 

was the fundraiser.   The first words out of Russ’ mouth as I extended my hand to greet him were:  

“Before I say hello, I want you to know I don’t give my hard-earned money to support buildings.”   

Soon, I came to learn that Russ was born in 1916, never married, lost a leg in WWII, suffered 

from macular degeneration and despite never earning more than $20,000 in any one year, had 

accumulated a $1.3 million nest-egg.  Yet he was depressed and felt worthless. 

Now, 11 years later, Russ is 97, blind and confined to a skilled nursing facility.  You’d think 

this would be a recipe for more depression and self-pity, but today, Russ is the happiest person I 

know, and his transformation began when he decided to give away almost everything he owned.    

First, he sent a gift to the School for Blind Children, then to the Western PA School for the 

Deaf, then his local library, and then to an organization that serves the mentally challenged.   He 

even made a gift to my organization for scholarships for minority students interested in architecture 

and to our Benedictine Sisters to help pay to replace their stolen copper downspouts.   

As of today, Russ has given more than a million of his hard-earned dollars to…as he puts it 

…help others whose suffering is worse than his. The reason for his joy can be found in today’s gospel.  

Love is about generosity; not just avoiding sin.  With generosity, you can experience heaven on earth.   

Jesus and His Church have always encouraged generosity, and the gospel today calls each of 

us to ask ourselves in good conscience:  Who am I as it relates to this parable?  Am I the rich man 

or the person Jesus is calling me to be?  Am I more concerned about what’s in it for me, or what’s 

in it for Thee?  Are my game tickets, cars, vacation, house or status the focus of my life?  Or is my 

faith the center of my life?   

When the Church asks for my support, do I respond: “All the Church ever does is ask for 

money?”  Or is the response: “How can I find ways to be generous in helping the Church meet the 

needs of Lazaruses in our own communities?”   You see, it’s not about what we have; it’s about what 

we give. You can only understand this by looking at the Cross! 

How we answer these questions will ultimately determine on which side of that great chasm 

we spend eternity.  If we don’t love…if we don’t show mercy…if we’re not generous, justice WILL 

roll like a river…and we’ll find ourselves washed below of the kingdom of heaven to a place with a 

much warmer climate!    


