
The Role of the Deacon in Liturgy 

Eucharistic Liturgy, Sunday Celebration in the Absence of a Priest, Weddings, Funerals and Liturgy of 

the Hours, Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Baptism 
 

PREFACE 

Each deacon should be thoroughly familiar with the General Instruction of the Roman Missal [GIRM.] 

USCCB. 2002; 
 

Sunday Celebrations in the Absence of a Priest [SCAP.] USCCB. Liturgical Press. 1997; Rite of Baptism for 

Children, 
 

ICEL. Catholic Book publishing Co. 1970; Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults. ICEL. Liturgy Training 

Publications. 
 

1988; Rite of Marriage. ICEL. Catholic Book Publishing Co.1970; Order of Christian Funerals.  
 

ICEL. Catholic Book Publishing Co. 1971. The Liturgy of the Hours. ICEL. Catholic Book Publishing Co. 
1975; Order for the Solemn 
 

Exposition of the Holy Eucharist. Liturgical Press.1992. 
 

Other sources include The Ceremonial of Bishops. ICEL. Liturgical Press. 1989. 

 

AT EUCHARISTIC LITURGY 

The Deacon 

 Assists the priest and remains at his side. 

 Customarily vests in alb and stole, except for solemn Eucharistic liturgies when a dalmatic is added. It 

is desirable that the color and design match the vestments of the presiding priest. 

 Guides the faithful by appropriate introductions and explanations. 

 As needed, he fulfills the duties of any other ministers who may not be present. 

 One or two vested deacons may serve [GIRM 71]. 

 

Introductory Rites 

 In the procession, the deacon carries the Book of the Gospels slightly elevated, and immediately 

preceding all those in Holy Orders, omitting the bow to the altar upon entering the Sanctuary [GIRM 173]. 
n.b.—The Lectionary is not carried in procession. 

 Depending on the circumstances, he stands the Gospel Book on the altar with the front cover facing 

out or lays it flat on the altar with the cover facing up. 

 If, however, he is not carrying the Book of the Gospels, he makes a profound bow to the altar with the 

priest in the customary way and, with him, venerates the altar with a kiss. 

 If incense is used, he assists the priest and accompanies him while he incenses the cross and altar. 

 In Penitential Rite, form C there is a preference for the deacon to announce the invocations. However, 

the presiding priest may do so, or if sung, the one who is best able, including the cantor, would do so. 

 If the Blessing and Sprinkling Holy Water Rite is used, the deacon may also bless the people by 

sprinkling. 
 

Liturgy of the Word 

 If incense is used, and prior to requesting the blessing, the deacon assists the priest when he puts 

incense in the thurible during the singing of the Alleluia or other chant. 

 The deacon makes a profound bow before the priest and asks for the blessing, saying in a low voice, 

“Father, give me your blessing.” The priest blesses him, saying, “The Lord be in your heart. . . .” The 
deacon signs himself with the Sign of the Cross and responds, “Amen.” 



 He then bows to the altar and takes up the Book of the Gospels. 

 He proceeds to the ambo, carrying the book slightly elevated. 

 If there is incense, he is preceded by a thurifer and by servers with lighted candles. 

 At the ambo, the deacon, with hands joined, greets the people saying, “The Lord be with you.” 

 He announces the Gospel. 

 He signs the book with his thumb and, afterwards, himself on his forehead, mouth, and breast. 

 He (incenses the book with three swings of the thurible [GIRM 277]) and proclaims the Gospel reading. 

 When the reading is concluded, he says the acclamation and awaits the response. 

 He then venerates the book with a kiss, saying privately, “May the words of the gospel . . . .” and 

returns to the priest’s side. 
 

 Ordinarily, the homily is to be given by the presiding priest, although the deacon may give it if he has 

received the proper faculties [GIRM 66]. The homily is given at the ambo or other suitable place after the 

assembly is seated and ready to hear. 

 After the homily and before the Creed, if circumstances require, the deacon or presiding priest, from 

the chair, dismisses the catechumens who are present. 

 After the introduction by the priest, it is the deacon who normally announces the intentions of the 

Prayer of the Faithful, from the ambo. To avoid any visual interruption for the assembly, the one who 
announces the intentions should be in place before the presiding priest’s introduction and remain in 
place until after the concluding prayer. 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 At the Presentation of the Gifts, the deacon (assisted by other ministers) prepares the altar with the 

Sacramentary, corporal, purificator, and chalice (unless the chalice is prepared at a side table before the 
priest comes to the altar). 

 Either the presiding priest assisted by deacon, the deacon alone or the presiding priest alone receives 

the people’s gifts at a convenient place [GIRM 178]. 

 After preparing the chalice with wine and water at the altar, the deacon hands the paten and then the 

chalice to the presiding priest, who then places them on the altar after the prayer, “Blessed are you . . . .” 
If more than one vessel is used, the deacon pours a little water into the principal vessel only. 

 If incense is used, the deacon assists the presiding priest with the incensing of the gifts and the altar. 

Afterward, the deacon or another minister incenses the presiding priest, the ministers, and the people 
[GIRM 178]. 

 During the Eucharistic Prayer, the deacon stands slightly behind the presiding priest to assist with the 

chalice or the Sacramentary [GIRM 179]. The deacon bows or genuflects as the presider does following 

the words of institution. Generally there should be uniformity in the chosen gesture of veneration. 

 The statement, “the mystery of faith,” is spoken by the priest.  

 At the final doxology of the Eucharistic prayer, sung/said only by the priest, the deacon stands next to 

the presiding priest, holding up the chalice as the presiding priest raises the paten, until the deacon and 
the people have concluded singing the acclamation, “Amen” [GIRM 180]. 

 GIRM assigns the invitation to the Lord’s Prayer to the priest [GIRM 152]. It is not the function of the 

deacon. 

 At the Sign of Peace, the presiding priest says the prayer for peace and greets the assembly. The 

deacon then may invite all to exchange the sign of peace, saying in these (or similar) words, “Let us offer 
each other the sign of peace.” The deacon exchanges the sign with the presiding priest and with other 
ministers who are near [GIRM 181]. 



 The deacon assists in the Fraction Rite. If the presider is detained sharing the Sign of Peace, the 

deacon waits until he returns to the altar to begin the Fraction Rite. 

 After the priest’s Communion, the deacon receives Communion under both kinds from the priest and 

then assists the priest in distributing Communion to the people. The deacon administers the chalice to 
the communicants. 

 When distribution of Communion is completed, the deacon immediately and reverently consumes all 

the Blood of Christ that remains at the altar or credence table, assisted, if necessary by other deacons, 
the priest or Communion ministers. 

 The deacon returns to the altar and collects any remaining fragments. If necessary, the deacon places 

the remaining eucharistic bread in the tabernacle. The deacon then takes the chalice and remaining 
vessels to the credence table, where they are purified and arranged in the usual way. Communion 
ministers may assist with purifying the vessels. Provided that all the Body and Blood has been reserved 
and / or consumed, it is permissible for the vessels to be purified after Mass. The paten (ciboria) is (are) 
usually wiped with the purificator used with the chalice. 
 

Concluding Rite 

 The priest, deacon, commentator or lector may make brief announcements after the Prayer After 

Communion. They are NOT made at the ambo. 

 The presiding priest gives the Greeting, “The Lord be with you.” 

 If the Blessing is a solemn blessing or a prayer over the people, the deacon says, “Bow your heads 

and pray for God’s blessing.” [GIRM 185]. 

 The deacon, with hands joined, dismisses the people saying: “Go in faith. The Mass is ended.” Or “Go 

and announce the Gospel of the Lord.” Or “Go in peace, glorifying the Lord with your life.” Or “Go in 
peace.” 

 Along with the presiding priest, the deacon kisses the altar, makes the proper reverence, and leaves 

in the manner followed for the entrance procession [GIRM 186]. 

 The deacon may greet the people after Mass as they leave. 

 The deacon sees that the vessels are purified at the side table during Mass or in the sacristy following 

Mass, and that they are then properly secured. 
 

AT EPISCOPAL EUCHARISTIC LITURGY [Ceremonial of Bishops 119-170] 

 All of the above described actions take place with these additions 

Introductory Rite 

 When with the Bishop in procession the deacon walks in front of him never at the bishop’s side. 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

 Following the Gospel proclamation, he carries the book to the Bishop to be reverenced with a kiss. 

The Gospel book is then carried to a place of honor. 
 

Liturgy of the Eucharist 

 With the Bishop, receives the gifts of bread and wine from the faithful. 

 Prepares the chalice in the customary way [CB 147]. 

 Assists the Bishop with placing incense in the thurible, stays at the Bishop’s side as he incenses the 

bread and wine and the altar. 

 Incenses the Bishop, concelebrants, people. 

 Receives the Bishop’s zuchetta and places it on his chair. 



 

Concluding Rite 

 Precedes the Bishop in procession. 

 

AT SUNDAY CELEBRATION IN THE ABSENCE OF A PRIEST 

 The deacon is called in a special way to lead these Sunday assemblies. 

 The deacon is always to be assisted by other ministers. 

Preparation 

 The deacon vests in alb, stole and possibly the dalmatic [SCAP 19]. 

 Sits in presider’s chair. 

Introductory Rite 

 There is no entrance procession; however, a hymn may be sung. 

 Leads the people in the Sign of the Cross. 

 Greets the people [SCAP 123]. 

 Introduces the liturgy, briefly acknowledging the priest’s absence [SCAP 124]. 

 Leads the “Litany of Praise of God’s Mercy” [SCAP 125]. 

 Prays the Opening Prayer [SCAP 127]. 

Liturgy of the Word 

 Proclaims the Gospel. 

 Preaches the homily. 

 Dismisses the catechumens. 

 Leads the Profession of Faith. 

 Introduces the General Intercessions. 

 Invites the people to an Act of Thanksgiving [SCAP 140]. 

 
Communion Rite (if one will be celebrated) [SCAP 142-152]. 

 Removes the vessel containing the Blessed Sacrament from the tabernacle, places it on the altar and 

genuflects. 

 Invites the people to pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

 Invites the people to offer the Sign of Peace. 

 Invites the people to Communion with the prayer, “Behold the Lamb of God. . . .” 

 Prays quietly, “May the Body of Christ bring me to everlasting life,” before reverently consuming the 

Body of Christ.  

 Offers the Body to assisting ministers and participates in the distribution of Communion to the people. 

 Genuflects at the altar and returns any remaining Communion bread to the tabernacle. 
 

If there is no Communion Rite [SCAP 153] 

 Invites the people to pray the Lord’s Prayer. 

 Invites the people to offer the Sign of Peace. 
 

Concluding Rite [SCAP 154-157] 

 Makes brief announcements. 

 Ensures that the collection is taken up. 



 Blesses and dismisses the people. 

 A hymn may be sung. 

 It is recommended that the deacon greet the people following the liturgy. 
 

 

AT WEDDINGS 
 

When the rite is celebrated during Mass the deacon 

 Vests in alb, stole and possibly dalmatic and serves as is customary at a eucharistic liturgy. 

 May witness the vows 

When the rite is celebrated outside of Mass with a priest presider, the deacon 

 Vests in alb, stole and serves as is customary for Liturgy of the Word. 

 May witness the vows and bless the rings. 

When it is celebrated outside of Mass with the deacon as presiding minister [Rite of Marriage 53] 

 Vests in alb, stole and possibly cope. 

 Presides over the Liturgy of the Word and Marriage Rite. 

N.B. Holy Communion is not distributed when the marriage rite is celebrated outside of Mass. 

 

 

AT FUNERALS 
 

For the Vigil for the Deceased when the deacon is the presiding minister 

 [Order of Christian Funerals 66 - 81]. 

Vigil for the Deceased with Reception at the Church [Order of Christian Funerals 82-97] 

 Vests in alb and stole. 

For the Funeral Mass the deacon 

 Vests in alb, stole and possibly dalmatic. 

 Serves as is customary at a eucharistic liturgy. 

For the Funeral Liturgy outside of Mass, with a deacon presiding 

 Vests in alb and stole. 

 Presides over the Liturgy of the Word and Funeral Rite. 

N.B. Holy Communion is not distributed when the Funeral Liturgy is celebrated outside of Mass. 

 

AT LITURGY OF THE HOURS 

As presiding minister the deacon [Liturgy of the Hours 255-256] 

 May vest in alb, stole and possibly a cope on solemn occasions. 

 Offers the invitatory, and concluding prayer. 

 Introduces the intercessions. 

 Places incense in the thurible during Psalm 141 and the Magnificat; may incense the Paschal candle 

and the people 

 Blesses and dismisses the people. 

 

AT EXPOSITION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 
 

As presiding minister the deacon [Order for the Solemn Exposition of the Holy Eucharist] 

 Vests in alb and stole for exposition 

 Vest in alb, stole and humeral veil to give the blessing at the end of adoration 



 

AT BAPTISM 
 

Rite of Infant Baptism [Rite of Baptism for Children] 
 

When the rite is celebrated during Mass or outside of Mass with a priest as presiding minister the deacon 

 Vests in alb, stole and possibly dalmatic if celebrated during Mass. 

 May question the parents and godparents, lead the profession of faith, baptize by immersion or 

pouring on of water while speaking the Trinitarian formula and perform the explanatory rites, i.e. anoint 
with chrism, present lighted candle, refer to the white garment and pronounce the ephetha. 
 

When the rite is celebrated outside of Mass with the deacon as presiding minister, the deacon 

 Vests in alb, stole and possibly cope 

 Greets the parents and godparents 

 Reads the Gospel 

 Introduces and may lead the intercessions 

 Says the prayer of exorcism before anointing 

 Instructs and questions the parents and godparents 

 Leads the Profession of Faith 

 Baptizes by immersion or pouring on of water using the Trinitarian formula 

 Perform the explanatory rites 

Christian Initiation of Adults [Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults] 

An adult who intends to receive baptism is to be admitted to the catechumenate and is to be led insofar 
as possible through the various stages to sacramental initiation, according to the order of Initiation 
adapted by the conference of bishops. [851.1, Code of Canon Law] 

When the minor rites (blessings, exorcisms, presentation of the Creed and Lord’s Prayer) are celebrated 

outside ofMass the deacon 

 May preside 

 Vests in alb, stole and possibly cope 

Celebration of the Rite of Baptism 

It is required that the baptism of adults be celebrated at Mass, except in cases of extreme necessity. 
The deacon 

 Vests in alb, stole and possibly dalmatic 

 May baptize by immersion or pouring on of water while pronouncing the Trinitarian formula 

N.B. In all circumstances, the minister who pours the water must be the same minister who pronounces the 

Trinitarian formula or the sacrament is invalid. 


